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Transnational Crimes
Transnational crimes involve cross-border transference of criminal activities. These crimes involve the exchange of illegal goods and services in exchange for money. The crimes are highly coordinated making it hard for security personnel to bring them to an end. In other cases, these crimes can be conducted in one country, but their impact is felt in other countries. The most common transnational crimes include drug trafficking, slavery, human trafficking, smuggling, and sexual exploitation. There are several countries in which these crimes are rampant and have been ranked as one of the worst countries to live due to numerous cases of violation of human rights.
Human trafficking as a transnational crime involves the effective transfer of people from one country to another for labor exploitation, sexual exploitation, harvesting of body organs and in some other cases surrogacy (Hepburn & Simon, 2013). The crime violates the basic rights of freedom where people are captured and traded for money. In other cases, the victims of these crimes are lured with the promise of better job opportunities in other countries. It is estimated that the crime of human trafficking nets over $35 billion annually (Hepburn & Simon, 2013). Several factors are to blame for this crime including political instability and poverty.
China and India have been ranked as the leading countries that facilitate the crime of human trafficking. China is the biggest player in this crime acting as the source, conduit and the destination where children, men, and women are subjected to sexual exploitation and forced labor. In China, people trafficked come from countries like North Korea, Vietnam, Mongolia, Burma, and Laos. In other cases, people from distant countries such as Zimbabwe and Romania are trafficked to China with the promise of better jobs (Hepburn & Simon, 2013). Local gangs and cartels are responsible for human trafficking crimes in China with victims being locked up if they are unable to offset their debts. Female victims have forced into prostitution something that is attractive to this kind of business. According to the data provided by the Public Security Ministry, there has been an increase in human trafficking cases with girls between 16 and 20 years being the main target (Shelley, 2013). Besides, the same ministry has managed to rescue more than 20,000 and 7,000 women and children respectively (Shelley, 2013). Lack of job opportunities and political instability are the reasons why there has been an increase in human trafficking in these countries. The Chinese government has put up measures to control this crime. China has an anti-trafficking program that provides rapid response to victims on transit with to the country (Shelley, 2013). Further, it has put up tough legislation aimed at punishing human traffickers and deterring those who want to join the crime. It is further working with INTERPOL to help contain the situation and share intelligence with other countries.
India is the other home of human trafficking with estimates of over 0.7 million to 1 million people trafficked annually. The victims of this crime in India are lured with the promise of job opportunities with women ending up in forced marriages and prostitution. India just like China acts as a source, point of transit and the destination of the crime. In India, children victims are forced to hard labor working in factories or begging in the streets (Sarkar, 2014). The large population in India means that there are limited job opportunities with high rates of poverty. These conditions have facilitated the crime with more people dying yearly as a result of poor and harsh working conditions. The government has enacted legislation to punish human traffickers and also make it a criminal offense (Sarkar, 2014). Besides, the government is assisting families to help alleviate poverty and make empower communities economically. Empowerment directed to the youth through education programs has also helped to reduce the crime.
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